A Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens

Comprehension Questions

Stave One

1. Explain how Scrooge originally knew Marley. According to the narrator, what about Marley "must be distinctly understood'?
2. Describe the difficult working conditions that Scrooge's clerk must endure.
3. Tell how Scrooge responds to each of the following: (a) his nephew's invitation, (b) the gentlemen's request for money for the poor, and (c) the boy who sings a carol through the keyhole.
4. When Scrooge reaches his house, what does he see in the door knocker? How does Scrooge react to what he sees?
5. Describe Jacob Marley's ghost. Then explain why the ghost must travel "far and wide," and how he got his chain.
6. According to Marley's ghost, why is he visiting Scrooge? Whom does he tell Scrooge to expect next?


Stave Two

1. According to the nearby church chimes and his own watch, what time is it when Scrooge wakes up? Tell why he finds it hard to believe it is the correct time.
2. How does the Ghost of Christmas Past get Scrooge's attention? List FIVE physical details that give this Ghost a strange appearance.
3. Discuss what the Ghost says is his business with Scrooge.
4. The Ghost helps Scrooge visit scenes from five past Christmases. Briefly summarize the events that Scrooge witnesses in each of these scenes.
5. Explain how Scrooge gets rid of the Ghost from Christmas Past.


Stave Three

1. What makes Scrooge realize that the second of the three spirits has arrived? Describe the scene surrounding the second Spirit when Scrooge first sees it.
2. Describe the physical characteristics of the Ghost of Christmas Present. What does he carry in his hand? For which class of people does he have the most sympathy?
3. Describe how the Cratchit’s celebrate Christmas.
4. Describe Tiny Tim's handicap. What does Scrooge ask the Ghost to tell him about the boy? What is the Ghost's reply, and how does Scrooge react to it?
5. List three of the places that the Ghost and Scrooge visit after leaving the Cratchit’s and before arriving at Scrooge's nephew’s house. What activities does Scrooge witness in all these places?
6. Describe the scene in Scrooge's nephew's house. Who is present? List the three things they do as a part of their celebration. Tell how Scrooge reacts to what he sees.
7. List TEN words that Dickens uses to describe the two children discovered beneath the Ghost's robe. What does the Ghost say are their names?


Stave Four

1. Describe the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come. What aspect of the Ghost's behavior scares Scrooge the most?
2. Tell what Scrooge overhears the merchants at the Exchange discussing. Who in particular does Scrooge hope to see there?
3. List the four people at the junk dealer's shop. What are three of them trying to sell? Where and from whom did they get the goods? Tell how Scrooge reacts to what he witnesses at the shop.
4. Explain why the young man and his wife Caroline feel relieved that the unnamed businessman has died. What is Scrooge's reaction to this scene?
5. List three details that alert you to the fact that Tiny Tim has died. In what ways has Scrooge's nephew shown "extraordinary kindness" to the Cratchit family?


Stave Five

1. What does Scrooge conclude when he sees his bed curtains have not been torn down? What day is it when he wakes up?
2. What errand does Scrooge hire a boy to do?
3. Scrooge meets the "portly gentlemen" who visited his office in Stave One. In your own words, explain what Scrooge tells this man.
4. Tell how Scrooge is welcomed at his nephew's house. What FOUR wonderful things does Scrooge enjoy there?
5. What joke does Scrooge play on Bob Cratchit? What is Bob's first reaction to the new Scrooge? What does Scrooge do to make up for how he has treated Bob in the past?
6. Explain how Scrooge's relationship with the Cratchit family changes. Tell what happens to Tiny Tim.
